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www.sciencedirect.comEDITORIALMessage from the PresidentI am delighted to present to you the Journal of the SaudiSociety for Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery which is
a peer review journal serving dermatologists and interested
professionals. It was founded in 1993. The Journal is progress-
ing from all aspects through the support and hard work of the
Editors, the Advisory and Editorial Board Members and many
supporting staff.
During 2006 the following distinguished doctors were
appointed as new members in the Editorial Board Marwan
Khawajah-KSA, Omar A. AL-Al-Shaikh-KSA, Razzaque
Ahmed-USA, Sameer Zimmo-KSA, Khalid Bahamdan-KSA,
Omar Al-Amr-KSA, Sultan Al-Khenaizan-KSA, and
Mohammed Fatani-KSA, and in the year 2008, Prof. Amor
Kachemone-USA and Dr. Mohammed Fatani-KSA were
appointed as Associate Editors.
The journal website has been completed and is functioning.
In addition, extensive efforts to join an automated manuscript
and web-based peer review system were ongoing.
Our vision is to expand the journal to serve our community
both in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the region. In addi-2210-836X ª 2010 King Saud University. Production and hosting by
Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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Production and hosting by Elseviertion to the new developments in the journal, I would like to
share with you some information about the Saudi Society of
Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery (SSDDS). It was
established in the year 1409H corresponding to the year 1989
in the Gregorian calendar. The society was conceptualized to
gather all dermatologists in the Kingdom. Its signiﬁcance is
to be able to share and discuss the clinical practice, education
and research relevant in dermatologic medicine, surgery and
related discipline. The goals and activities of the SSDDS
include:
 Participate in scientiﬁc advancement in the ﬁeld of
Dermatology.
 Conduct studies and researches that are necessary for pro-
tection against some skin and venereal diseases and devel-
opment of treatment of malignant diseases, especially
endemic, in the Kingdom.
 Facilitate the exchange of scientiﬁc results between the
Association and academic universities in the Kingdom
and abroad.
 Arrange training courses at advanced centers in the ﬁeld of
latest developments in skin and venereal diseases.
 Organize scientiﬁc meetings and specialized symposiums,
and attend the international symposiums.
 Develop the scientiﬁc and practical potentiality in the spe-
cialization of skin and venereal diseases.
 Facilitate the exchange of scientiﬁc research results and
ideas of the Association’s interest, with other scientiﬁc uni-
versities and institutions in the Kingdom and abroad.
 Conduct studies required for enhancing the performance
standard in the related specialization and providing
consultancy.
 Convene conferences, courses, and study circles for discuss-
ing the issues related with the ﬁled in which the Association
is interested.
 Encourage scientiﬁc researches in the ﬁeld of this specializa-
tion and all that is related with other branches of knowl-
edge, and publish the results of those results in the
scientiﬁc magazines.
 Publish a magazine or a periodic scientiﬁc bulletin in which
the researches and studies of the Association’s interest are
published.
2 Editorial Prepare and organize intensive scientiﬁc courses for the trai-
nee doctors in their ﬁeld of specialization in order to groom
them, academically and practically, for fellowship
examinations and doctorate degrees in skin and venereal
diseases.
 Organize scientiﬁc activities the purpose of which is to
develop the potentialities of the staff in this ﬁeld.
 Develop and support high specializations in this ﬁeld.
 Provide opportunity to the specialized doctors in the King-
dom and region to submit their studies and result of their
researches.
 Provide opportunity to new doctors to avail the meets and
lectures.
 Highlight the specialization of dermatological diseases;
explain the developments in researches as well the latest
aspects of diagnosis and treatment.
In future we aim for better quality of publications and to be
of interest to all dermatologists and other health professionals.
Ali A. Alraddadi
President of the Saudi Society for
Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery
Editor-In-Chief, JSSDDS
Editorial 3EDITORIAL
The Journal of Saudi Society of Dermatology and dermato-
logic surgery is the ofﬁcial journal of the Saudi Society of
Dermatology and Dermatologic Surgery, publishing peer-
reviewed, original research articles, reviews and case reports
dealing with all aspects of clinical practice and research in
dermatology.The Journal will be published by a well recognized and
established International publisher. We will make all efforts
to be indexed very soon. The number of issues now is two each
year and we are planning to make four each year.
The journal will work with the authors to raise the standard
of the contribution to the highest scientiﬁc and international
expectations.
The main motivation of an online journal is the realization
that a paper journal takes too long to appear and cannot keep
up with the rapid progress of scientiﬁc research.
Thanks to all editors and advisory board for their support
for our Journal. We would like to encourage all our colleagues
in the country and region as well as International members to
provide us with their articles through our website.
Your valuable comments and suggestions on the current
and future issues are mostly appreciated, and your cooperation
with us will help the Journal achieve the planned Objectives.
Mohammad Ibrahim Fatani
Associate Editor
